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HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY AND SURROGACY LEGISLATION — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.03 am]: I rise to inform members of the house that the 
independent review of Western Australia’s Human Reproductive Technology Act 1991 and Surrogacy Act 2008 
is now complete. 
The McGowan government called for this review back in January last year with wideranging terms of reference. 
What we now present for tabling is the most comprehensive review of WA’s human reproductive technology and 
surrogacy laws since the original legislation was enacted. “The Review of the Western Australian 
Human Reproductive Technology Act 1991 and the Surrogacy Act 2008” was undertaken by an independent 
reviewer, Associate Professor Sonia Allan, who is a health law expert based in Victoria. It is a two-part document 
that makes a total of 122 recommendations. The report addresses many highly complex social, ethical and legal 
issues that arise from assisted reproductive technology and surrogacy. Importantly, it also highlights the significant 
positive and negative impacts that these practices can have on the individuals involved. 
Associate Professor Allan consulted widely in putting together her report. She held four public forums, 
seven parliamentary briefings, numerous individual face-to-face briefings, and accepted 126 written submissions. 
More than 180 individuals and organisations contributed to the review, including people who had accessed surrogacy 
or fertility treatments, fertility clinic staff, surrogate mothers, donors, people conceived by donors, clinicians, 
academics, general practitioners and counsellors. This report contains some deeply personal and moving stories, and 
we are grateful to all those who shared their experiences with Associate Professor Allan during the review’s 
consultation phase. 
This report is a substantial contribution to the debate around HRT and surrogacy. I would like to personally 
acknowledge the contribution of Associate Professor Allan for her efforts in tackling such a formidable yet 
important task. We also recognise and thank the many individuals and organisations who took the time to 
contribute their insights, experiences and expertise. We welcome this report and thank Associate Professor Allan. 
We will carefully consider the review recommendations. 
I now table the reports. 
[See papers 2315 and 2316.] 
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